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The truth in a calm world,

     In which there is no other meaning, itself  

     Is calm, itself is summer and night, itself

     Is the reader leaning late and reading there. 

--Wallace Stevens                             

HEADNOTE
The English Department is beginning discussions on the reform of the curriculum.  The immediate impetus for this is the recently approved Faculty of Arts Planning document, which calls on all departments to review and revise their programs and course offerings.  In undertaking this review, we are asked to consider as possibilities simplifying the degree structure, maximizing interdisciplinary possibilities, and developing clear learning objectives at each level while at the same time maintaining student enrolment numbers.  One possible outcome is a reduction in teaching loads to two classes per semester for tenured and tenure-track faculty, but with, one assumes, larger classes at least at some levels.  

However, there also appears to be a desire for curriculum change from within the department.  Since our last major curriculum review in 1991-2, we have been using a curriculum which is a very open set of offerings, and which attempts to accommodate many different approaches to literary and language studies and encourages faculty to teach very focused classes, rather than surveys.  Some members of the department now feel that we need to have at least some courses of the survey type in the context of a more structured program, specifically so that students have adequate preparation before they enrol at each level of the program.

This argument does address one of the recommendations of the planning document, namely that we should have clearer learning objectives at leach level.  It may or may not meet the objective of a simpler degree structure.  However, it does not address the issue of workload, as a reduction in teaching assignments will require that we offer fewer classes each semester.  Required classes in the program also involve the issue of agreement on the content of these classes, an issue which we have been reluctant to address in the past.

It is important to remember as well that our class structure does not concern only our majors, but also students from other departments who may be interested in taking our classes beyond the first-year level.  In the 300-level classes we are offering this semester, 54% of the enrolments are by non-English majors.  If we want to retain these students (something the planning document tells us we must do), we do not want to make it too difficult for them to get into the classes they are interested in.

Some of the discussion also needs to be focused on the issue of ways in which we can make our program attractive to new students.  After all, we can require English majors to do almost anything we want, but we cannot require anyone to be an English major.  Except for our honours and graduate classes, most of our workload all the way from the 100- to the 300-levels involves teaching students majoring in other programs.  This is a good thing, but in my opinion we probably could do with a much larger number of English majors.  One thing that appeals to many students is having a wide range of choices, both in the number of courses offered, and often in the way they can design their own programs.  Pluralism is in fact one way of attracting students, especially with an increasingly diverse student body.

This curriculum review promises to be an interesting and lengthy process.  We will consult students and alumni in more formal ways, but in the meantime we welcome informal comments from all concerned.





Cameron Louis, Head
ORLENE MURAD ACADEMIC DISCUSSION SERIES

Over the past semester, a long hard winter was made more bearable when three of our colleagues shared their insights on a variety of topics at the O.M.A.D.s.  On January 33, Marcel DeCoste pointed out the significant differences between British literature of World War II compared with works written about earlier conflicts in "Words Without Pity: British Fiction of the Second World War."  On March 5, Alex MacDonald shared his enthusiasm for one of his favourite books as he discussed "Interpreting Jane Eyre: Charlotte Bronte as a Feminist Writer." On March 26, Nils Clausson presented "'The Scientific Use of the Imagination': Fin-de-Siècle Gothic and the Puny Light of Science in Arthur Conan Doyle's ‘The Hound of the Baskervilles.’"  Many thanks to all three speakers for their stimulating ideas.

The receptions which follow the OMADs are part of their appeal. These would not occur without the support of colleagues who provide appetizers.  Those people this past semester were Lynn Wells, Bev Montague, and Susan Johnston / Marcel DeCoste, to whom go many thanks.  We also need to thank Joanne and Bette for their help in booking space and advertising these presentations.

ENGLISH WEEK
On Wednesday, March 26th, the English Department held their annual information session for prospective English majors and Honours students.   That evening, the Department hosted a special session on Careers Options for English Majors:  Alumni Speak Out, featuring notable alumni Connie Gault, a prominent Saskatchewan writer, Dale Storie, Library Assistant, Regina Public Library, and Michael Fisher, Research and Policy Officer,    National Aboriginal Health Organization.  Refreshments and an open mike poetry reading followed the speakers.

 VISITING SPEAKERS 
Dr. Yin Liu of the University of Saskatchewan delivered a talk on January 9th on the connection between literary romances and performances of chivalric identity in the 15TH century.  Her paper was entitled "The Uses of Romance: Making Identity at Guines, 1413."

Also in January, the department co-sponsored a visit from Daniel David Moses, one of Canada's foremost First Nations Writers.  He spoke on Jan 15th at 8:00pm in the Shu-box Theatre: "How I Married Off Almighty Voice." On Jan 16th at 3:30pm in the FNUC  (First Nations University of Canada, formerly SIFC) Lobby, he delivered a reading from his recent work.  A poet, playwright, editor, essayist and dramaturge from Six Nations (Iroquois) Reserve in Ontario, he is a registered Delaware Indian.  He holds degrees  from York (BA, Hons) and UBC (MFA).  His plays have won or been nominated for numerous awards.  His most recent honours include the 2001 Harbourfront Festival Prize and an appointment to the Department of Drama at Queen's University as an Assistant Professor and Queen's National Scholar.

On a visit co-sponsored by Campion College and the department, Jonathan Locke Hart of the University of Alberta, author of numerous books on imperialism, delivered a talk on March 8th on French and British Colonialism in Canada and the Americas, from the Early Modern period forward.  He also gave a reading of his poetry, along with department poet Kathleen Wall, on Monday evening.  This event was held at Campion College, and was also co-sponsored by the Saskatchewan Writers' Guild.

On April 2nd, Brent Nelson of the University of Saskatchewan delivered a talk on The Tempest entitled "Shakespeare's Collection of Curiosities."  This talk is part of our annual exchange program with the U of Sask.  Tom Chase was the corresponding member of our department in the exchange; he delivered his paper, "A Dogmatics of Academic Discourse,” on February 6.   
Stephen Moore, Co-ordinator of Visiting Speakers

ENGLISH STUDENTS’ ASSOCIATION
The English Students Association is proud to be alive and kicking, and had an eventful winter semester.  Our ESA Creative Writing Contest was very succesful and we received many entries from some very talented students.  The winners were Natasha Morrow and Jennifer Fix, with honourable mention going to Danny Parr.  The ESA would also like to thank Cameron Louis, Susan Johnston, Stephen Moore, and Lynn Wells for being especially supportive of us during our "comeback" year.  We would also thank Bette for help with posters, and reminding us of our meeting times.  We look forward to an even better 2004/2005!

Shannon Ozirny, ESA President
WASCANA REVIEW
Editor Michael Trussler is pleased to announce that Volume 37. 2 of Wascana Review, the English Department’s widely-respected literary journal, has just been published.  Although the issue contains the usual short fiction and poetry, there's a special emphasis on poetry in this volume.  Work from one of New Zealand's most successful poets, Stephen Oliver, the American Jim Daniels, and Canada's Jonathan Locke Hart enriches the issue.  Several Saskatchewan writers, Melanie Boyd, Michael Hetherton, and Paul Wilson are featured as well.  To subscribe to Wascana Review, contact Bette Fiege (Department of English, University of Regina, Regina, SK  S4S 0A2); orders should be accompanied by a cheque.  The cost to Canadian subscribers is $10/year; to all others, $12.00 a year.  

UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT NEWS
Alan Friesen (U4) and Jennifer Friesen are thrilled to announce the birth of Blake Abram Friesen on March 17, 2004.  

GRADUATE NEWS

Natalie Fischer presented "Grasping Donne's Aesthetic Complexity: Reading the Donnean Paradoxes in Carew's 'Elegie'" at the John Donne Society Conference in Gulfport, Mississippi in February 2004. 

Anne James presented her paper, “Closure in Two of Donne’s Holy Sonnets,” at the John Donne Society Conference in Gulfport, Mississippi, in February 2004. 

Michelle Katchuk will be presenting a paper on Buffy The Vampire Slayer at The Slayage Conference in Nashville, Tennessee in May of 2004. 

Darcy Kirkham successfully defended his M.A. thesis, “Memory, Reality, and the New Realism,” supervised by Susan Johnston, in December 2003.  He is currently working in technical support for wireless communications at Startek of Regina, and appeared as a guest lecturer on contemporary American realism in a U of R English graduate class on Realism(s) on March 11, 2004. 

Benjamin Laskar successfully defended his M.A. thesis, "Man Is an Effective Passion: The Influence of Jean-Paul Sartre's and Albert Camus's Existentialism on Stephen R. Donaldson's The Chronicles of Thomas Covenant the Unbeliever," supervised by Nicholas Ruddick, in December 2003.  In March 2004 he took up a two-year position teaching English in Japan. His article "Suicide and the Absurd: The Influence of Jean-Paul Sartre's and Albert Camus's Existentialism on Stephen R. Donaldson's The Chronicles of Thomas Covenant the Unbeliever," adapted from his Master's thesis, has been accepted for publication in Journal of the Fantastic in the Arts.

Kenneth Reimer successfully defended his M.A. thesis, "The Mythic Journey: A Study of Nick Bantock's Griffin & Sabine Trilogy," supervised by Nicholas Ruddick, in November 2003.  He continues to teach English at Thom Collegiate in Regina.  

Heidi Smithson successfully defended her M.A. thesis, "'By fryth or by fell': The Boke of Hawkyng and the Boke of Huntyng in the Boke of St. Albans," in December 2003; she has recently been appointed as assistant to the Director at the Petroleum Technology Research Centre, Regina. 

GRADUATE STUDENT CONFERENCE PROGRAMME

APRIL 3, 2004

8:30-9:00 a.m.  
Coffee and Welcome

9:00-10:30 a.m.
SESSION 1 

CHAIR: 
Jeanne Shami

RESPONDENT: 
Mike Trussler

MARCY KOETHLER – “And the Grief Goes On: Trauma and Melancholia as Reactions to Loss in Graham Swift’s Waterland
SHAWNA GEISSLER – Anne Michaels’ Fugitive Pieces: “How can [s]he write such awful news with such a beautiful hand?”
NATALIE FISCHER  –
“This is my playes last scene”: Melancholy and Redemption in Margaret Edson and John Donne

11:00-12:00 p.m.
SESSION 2

CHAIR: 
Nick Ruddick

RESPONDENT:  
Garry Sherbert

TARA SEEL  – 
“Her fortunes never mastered her griefs”: “The Victimization and Resistance of Zenocrate in Marlowe’s Tamburlaine
CASSANDRA KULAY  –
Dr. Faustus and the Masculine Imperative

12:00-1:00 p.m. –
Lunch

1:00-2:30 p.m.
SESSION 3

CHAIR: 
Cameron Louis

RESPONDENT: 
Bill Howard

ANNE JAMES  – 
Coleridge and the Circular Poem

TODD BRYANTON  – 
Classical Mythology and British Balladry: Fatalism and the Western Oral Tradition

JUSTINE GIENI  – 
The Genesis of Subordination: Challenging Biblical Gender Ideology through Evolutional Logic in Hyne’s The New Eden and Allen’s The Woman Who Did


3:00-5:00 p.m.
SESSION 4
CHAIR: 
Lynn Wells

RESPONDENT: 
Marcel Decoste

SUSAN DUSEL  – 
Cultural Mythologies of War and the Absence of the Wounded Soldier’s Body in Post-World War I Fiction

JESSE BARON  – 
Beyond Benjamin: The Work of Art in the Age of Don DeLillo

DARCY KIRKHAM  – 
I Tawt I Taw A Putty Tat: Retreat in Contemporary American Short Fiction
JENNIFER ARENDS  – 
Freedom of Speech Meets Freedom of Interpretation: The Impact of Allegory on Reading in Salman Rushdie’s Haroun and the Sea of Stories
NEWS OF DEPARTMENT MEMBERS

Connie Burian’s article, "Modernity's Shock and Beauty: Trauma and the Vulnerable Body in Virginia Woolf's Mrs. Dalloway" will appear in the electronic publication "Woolf in the Real World: Selected Papers from the Thirteenth Annual Conference on Virginia Woolf."

Tom Chase delivered a paper entitled “"A Dogmatics of Academic Discourse," as part of the University of Regina – University of Saskatchewan English Department Exchange on February 6, 2004.  He has been awarded the diploma of Fellowship (honoris causa) by the Royal Canadian College of Organists, their highest distinction; it will be conferred at the College's annual Convocation on 21 July 2004.

Susan Johnston has recently published “Historical Picturesque: Adapting Great Expectations and Sense and Sensibility” in Mosaic: A Journal for the Interdisciplinary Study of Literature 37.1 (2004): 167-83.  In December, 2003, she gave a talk to the English Students’ Association, entitled “‘The Apotheosis of Turkey and Plum Pudding’:  Dickens, Liberality, and the Needs of Strangers,” and addressing materialism and excess in A Christmas Carol, a subject on which she was interviewed by Sheila Cole of CBC Radio One (Regina), also in December 2003.  She has also written and performed, again for CBC Radio One (Regina) a 5 minute parody of Dickens’ Christmas books.

Cameron Louis has been re-appointed Head of the English Department for a four-year term beginning July 1, 2004.  Last month, Cameron and partner Mary Blackstone of the Theatre Department won an award for Best Routine Bronze Level International Style at a ballroom dancing competition.

Ken Mitchell is presently on sabbatical, completing a couple of literary projects and starting a couple of new ones.  His most recent publication (2004) was a Chinese translation of Ken Mitchell Country, published by the Office of East-West Cultural  Co-operation, Hong Kong.

Stephen Moore will be delivering a paper entitled "Lineage, Performance, and Flattery in The Taill of the Cok and the Fox" at the annual meeting of the Robert Henryson Society in Dunfermline, Fife, Scotland, on May 8th, 2004.  An interview with Dr. Moore appears in a documentary on the Holy Grail premiering this spring and produced by the Regina company, Partners in Motion, as part of a series called “Legend Hunters.” 

Nicholas Ruddick recently published "Another Key to Bluebeard's Chamber: Ideal and Fundamentalist Masculinity in the Literature of Fantasy," a commissioned introduction to Images of Masculinity in Fantasy Literature, edited by Susanne Fendler and Ulrike Horstmann (Lewiston, NY: Edwin Mellen Press, 2003): 1-17. He also published an article, "The Peculiar Quality of My Genius": Degeneration, Decadence, and Dorian Gray in 1890-91," in Oscar Wilde: The Man, His Writings, and His World, edited by Robert N. Keane (New York: AMS Press, 2003): 125-37. Nick's edition of The Woman Who Did by Grant Allen is due to be published in the Broadview Literary Texts series later this year.

Jeanne Shami and two of her graduate students, Anne James and Natalie Fischer, delivered papers at the 19th annual meeting of the John Donne Society, held at the University of Southern Mississippi, Gulfpark Campus.  Anne James spoke on closure in two of Donne’s holy sonnets, Natalie analyzed Thomas Carew’s poetic elegy on Donne, and Jeanne Shami spoke on Donne’s 1622 sermon to London investors in the Virginia Company in pper entitled “Love or Power: The Rhetorical Motives of Donne’s 1622 Sermon to the Virginia Company.”  Only 14 papers were accepted for this year’s conference, and we are proud of the showing of the University of Regina at this conference of international Donne scholars.  Jeanne has also published  “’Squint-Eyed, Left-Handed, Half-Deaf’: Imperfect Senses and John Donne’s Interpretive Middle Way,” in the volume Centered on the Word: Literature, Scripture, and the Tudor-Stuart Middle Way, eds. Christopher Hodgkins and Daniel Doersksen (Newark: U of Delaware P, 2004); her article, “ ‘Trying to Walk on Logs in Water’ : John Donne, Religion, and the Critical Tradition” has just appeared in Renaissance and Reformation 25.4 (2001): 81-99.  In other news, as Co-ordinator of Professional Development for the semester, Jeanne Shami is organizing a Graduate Student Conference for April 3, 2004, and was elected to a three-year term on the Delegate Assembly of the Modern Language Association as a representative for the Western U.S. and Western Canada region.  

Michael Trussler’s poem "Collecting," which responds to Susan Sontag's notion of the "collector," was recently published in Contemporary Verse 2. 

Lynn Wells presented “’A great city on a newly discovered planet’: Mythical Space in Ian McEwan’s The Child In Time” at The Northeast MLA Convention in Pittsburgh on March 5, 2004; she has been invited to reprise this performance at Lakehead University on March 26, 2004.  An informal talk in the Faculty of Arts Coffee House Controversies series, entitled “Mind Candy: Popular Culture and the Way We Think About the World” will take place at Roca Jack’s on Thursday, April 1st, 2004.  

NEWS OF ALUMNAE AND ALUMNI

Jared McGeough, B.A. Hons 2003, gave a paper entitled "'I feel they've taken me over': Daemonic Love and Vico's ricorso in A.S. Byatt's Possession: A Romance" at the Northeast Modern Language Association Convention in Pittsburgh on March 5, 2004.  He is presently an M.A. candidate at Dalhousie University in Halifax, and he has been accepted to the doctoral program at the Centre for Theory at Western University, where he will be working under Tilottama Rajan.  

Jennifer (Black) Woodard, B.A. 1999, and Nicholas Woodard are thrilled to announce the birth of Evelyn Rose Woodard, on November 26, 2003.  

WHO’S WHERE??  We'll post alumnotes as they come in; feel free to contact Susan.Johnston@uregina.ca
News to be included in the next issue of Inklings is due November 1, 2004.

PLEASE FORWARD YOUR NEWS TO:

Susan Johnston, Editor

Susan.Johnston@uregina.ca
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